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the pilots taking part in dive bombing. This method
of attack, which had been used so much by the Germans
at first, was now being used less by them and more by
the French. The pilots said that the heavier, retarded
bombs, dropped at an altitude of a hundred feet or so,
caused great havoc. On hard surfaces the bombs took
three or four leaps over a distance of about a quarter
of a mile before exploding, and when dropped down
a straight road after troops they had a big effect.
I had told Henry that, if he liked, I would drive him
back to Nangis to see if he could get his flight that
night. Unfortunately it was raining heavily, but we
decided to try all the same and reached Nangis at 8 p.m.
We went into dinner at the hotel and could see that
the squadron was at mess next door. We had taken
the precaution of sending in another bottle of cognac
as a sign we were there, and Henry had telephoned a
friendly captain, who said he would take him up if it
were possible. At 10 p.m. there was still no response
from next door and Henry had given up hope. We
ordered two bottles of good burgundy to drown his
sorrow. As we were finishing the second bottle, in
walked the Colonel, who said cheerfully:
** Well, are you coming up to-night ? "
Off we went again. This time I sat in the rear and
had charge of a machine-gun. I am doubtful if I would
have been able to fire it successfully if a chaser 'plane
had come our way, for I had been helping to drown
Henry's sorrows to some effect. Everything was ex-
plained to me very carefully and I felt confident that